Literary Analysis Essay: Introductory Paragraph Example
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	Annotation
	Example Text

	Hook – Provocative statement introducing the theme of your essay.

The first time you use an author’s name, use both the first and last name. Also introduce the full title of the piece and acknowledge the type of work being analyzed and use this sentence to link/bridge the hook into your thesis. 

Plot Background/Summary – provides necessary information from the story to set up/support your thesis statement

Main Characters – only the characters and information about them that is necessary to set up/support your thesis statement

Thesis Statement – clear and concise, identifying the literary elements/devices that are going to be analyzed in support of the student’s position based upon the prompt
	The hardest part about growing up can be having to let go.




This reality is made clear in Dalton Trumbo’s excerpt from his novel, Johnny Got His Gun.











In this excerpt, a boy and his father struggle with their changing relationship when the boy wished to go fishing with his friend instead of his father.






Both the boy and his father have a difficult time accepting that the boy has grown up and his father is no longer the center of his world, although both know it is true.




Trumbo uses the literary (devices) of point of view, characterization, and symbolism to portray this difficult, yet heartwarming scene.

	Full Paragraph – without interruption

	The hardest part about growing up can be having to let go. This reality is made clear in Dalton Trumbo’s excerpt from his novel, Johnny Got His Gun. In this excerpt, a boy and his father struggle with their changing relationship when the boy wished to go fishing with his friend instead of his father. Both the boy and his father have a difficult time accepting that the boy has grown up and his father is no longer the center of his world, although both know it is true. Trumbo uses the literary (devices) of point of view, characterization, and symbolism to portray this difficult, yet heartwarming scene.



